Answering the final part of an AS Economics Data Response Question
While it is possible to earn a basic Grade A on a data response paper by answering the first three part of your chosen question very well and then achieving a low Level 3 mark on the final part of the question, to more or less guarantee a very good Grade A you need to reach Level 4 or Level 5 at the top end of the mark scheme.
[image: image1.png]1 Using the data and your economic knowledge. evaluate the economic case for and
against leaving the provision of renewable energy to market forces. (25 marks)

2 Using the data and your economic knowledge. evaluate the economic case for and
against allowing market forces to determine food prices. without any intervention by
governments. (25 marks)

3 Assess the view that the environmental problems caused by the disposal of rubbish can
best be dealt with by market forces rather than by government intervention. (25 marks)

4 Using the data and your economic knowledge, assess the case for and against market forces
determining the prices of agricultural goods such as natural rubber, without any intervention by
governments or buffer stock agencies. (25 marks)





You should be aiming at the very least for Level 4. Read very carefully the skills you must display to reach this grade. (Note: not all skills listed above are required, just a reasonable combination of the most important skills.) Then, to achieve the highest possible tier (Level 5), your evaluation must be further developed and you should write a concluding and winding up paragraph.
Students often under-achieve when answering the last part of the question because they are not aware of what they must do. Very often they write what I call a ‘general studies’ answer – strong on opinion and worthy sentiment but lacking any accurate and relevant analysis. You can’t earn marks for evaluation unless first you have applied economic theory, relevantly and accurately, to analyse and explain the problem(s) or issue(s) posed by the question. The trick is to analyse and then evaluate.
To help you on your way, I shall let you share the secret about how I set the final part of a Unit 1 (ECON 1) data response question. Basically, I set three types of question. Using past exam papers, the first type of question is illustrated at the top of the next page:

Type 1: Focusing on the role of market forces
[image: image5.png]1 Using the data and your economic knowledge, assess the case
for and against government intervention in the market for steel.

(25 marks)

2 Using the data and your economic knowledge. evaluate the advantages

and disadvantages of various methods of government intervention to
correct market failure arising from aircraft emissions. (25 marks)





An important point to note is that this type of question does not necessarily mention government intervention in the economy. While Questions 2, 3 and 4, do mention the government, Question 1 does not. Nevertheless to evaluate fully the case for and against leaving the provision of renewable energy to market forces, the case against requires analysis and evaluation of how alternatives to the market (usually government intervention though non-government intervention by a buffer stock agency or a charity could be possible) might lead to a more desirable outcome, while the case for could bring in the possibility of government failure occurring if the government tries to modify or replace the market. (The case against leaving everything to the market might also focus on the possible occurrence of market failure.)
Type 2: Focusing on a particular type of government intervention
[image: image2.png]1 Using the data and your economic knowledge. discuss whether governments should
impose maximum prices on commodities such as metals and oil. (25 marks)

2 Using the data and your economic knowledge. evaluate the case for and against
governments intervening to try to stabilise the price of copper. for example through
setting up a buffer stock scheme. (25 marks)

The closure of factories may lead to market failures. such as those resulting from the
immobility of labour. negative externalities. greater income inequality and uncompetitive
markets.

Using the data and your economic knowledge. evaluate the case for and against the
government subsidising firms producing TVs in the United Kingdom in order to prevent
such market failures. (25 marks)
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My Type 2 question centres on the role of a particular type of government intervention in the economy. Your answer must also centre on analysing and then evaluating the particular form of government intervention set out in the question. But to do this, you must also devote part of your answer to discussing whether other forms of intervention might be preferable, whether they could be used as complementary policies or as substitute policies, or whether things should be better left to unregulated markets. Viewed in this way, the questions are not that much different from the Type 1 questions – except the analysis and evaluation should really be undertaken in reverse order (i.e. starting with government intervention before moving on to the possible role of the market). Again, both government failure and market failure issues are likely to be relevant to the question.
A variant of Type 2, focusing on methods of government intervention

to correct examples of market failure
[image: image3.png]1 Using the data and your economic knowledge. evaluate the case for and against a

government completely banning the sale and consumption of cigarettes. (25 marks)

2 Using the data and your economic knowledge. evaluate the case for a government rather
than markets providing public goods. (25 marks)

3 Using the data and your economic knowledge. evaluate the advantages and
disadvantages of alternative policies for reducing road congestion. (25 marks)

4 Evaluate the view that raising the legal drinking age to 21 will be more effective than other methods

mentioned in Extract D for reducing the harmful effects of alcohol. (25 marks)

ng the data and your economic knowledge, assess the case for and against providing free entry

1o museums.
(25 marks)





Each of the questions listed above is similar to those in the previous ‘box’, but for these, the analysis and evaluation must focus on a highly specific issue (e.g. tobacco and alcohol consumption, road congestion).
Type 3: Questions asking for an evaluation of the case for and against

government intervention to deal with a problem, but without

specifying any particular type(s) of intervention
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In part [04] of the data response questions, approximately half the marks are available to award to
candidates who demonstrate that they can evaluate economic arguments and evidence, and make
informed judgements. An answer showing no evidence of evaluation, however good the analysis, should
be awarded a maximum of 13 marks (in Level 3). The quality of evaluation should be the sole distinction
between a Level 4 and Level 5 answer. It is not necessary for the answer to identify a wide range of
issues to score the top mark.

Level 1: A very weak answer 0 to 6 marks
Mid-Point 4 marks
Level 2: A poor answer but some understanding is shown 7 to 11 marks
Mid-Point 9 marks

Level 3: An adequate answer with some correct analysis but very limited evaluation
12 to 16 marks

Mid-Point 14 marks

Level 4: Good analysis but limited evaluation

Two or more relevant issues are identified. Good understanding of basic economic concepts and models
is demonstrated. The candidate is able to apply these concepts and models to answer the question.
Some appreciation of alternative points of view is shown. Satisfactory use is made of evidence and/or
theoretical analysis to evaluate the issues/arguments/economic models identified and to support
conclusions. Spelling is generally accurate and the standard conventions of punctuation and grammar
are usually followed. The answer is well organised. Descriptions and explanations are clearly expressed.

Appropriate use is made of relevant economic terminology. 17 to 21 marks
Mid-Point 19 marks
Level 5: Good analysis and evaluation 22 to 25 marks

Mid-Point 24 marks





Finally, while still focusing on government intervention, my third type of question is more general, allowing you to ‘pick and mix’ different types of intervention. You must choose at least two types of intervention, but three is a better number. At the extreme, don’t adopt a ‘shopping list’ approach, which usually descends into a truncated list of bullet points, devoid of analysis and hence evaluation. Analyse each of your chosen types of intervention in a separate paragraph. It is generally a good idea to deliberately select one rather inappropriate type of intervention, to set the scene for contrasting it with a much more appropriate type of intervention. This then opens the door to evaluation.
